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REMARKS 



Claims 2, 3, 7-19 remain in this application. 
Reconsideration of this application is requested. 

Claim rejections U.S.C. 103 

Claims 2, 3, 7-19 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Howard in U.S. Patent No. 6,598,261 . 

A second affidavit which is enclosed wherewith, signed by both inventors 
showing conception of the improvement of the invention by applicant prior to the 
effective issue date of the U.S. Patent 6,598,261 (Howard), which is 07/29/2003, thereby 
overcomes the 35 U.S.C.l 03(a) rejection. 

Inasmuch as claims 2, 7-16 have been previously amended to depend upon claim 
3 and claim 18 along with claim 19 have been amended to include all of the limitations of 
claim 3, the 103 rejection should be withdrawn. 

Accordingly, the rejection under 35 U.S.C 103 is deemed overcome by 
applicant's submittal and remarks. 
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Withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested and allowance of the instant 
application is solicited. 

A check in the amount of $60.00 for one-month Extension of Time is attached. 



(818) 368-4332 
FAX (818)368-4332 
apatentlaw@cs.com 



Respectfully submitted, 



Albert O. Cfota 
Agent of Record 
Registration No. 29,291 




